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Geoportals

• A geoportal allows users to share, discover and access
geographic information, with an emphasis on geodata
services

• Well designed Geoportals are required elements of our 
Spatial Data Infrastructure

• Critical for effective use of geographic information 
systems 

• Provides an efficient mechanism to share data and 
ideas between Government, Commercial, and 
Academia, as well as the general public.
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ArcGIS Enterprise

Terminology

Portal / Geoportal
• A doorway, gate, or other entrance, especially a large and imposing one.

• Website or web page providing access or links to other sites.

ESRI isms
• ArcGIS Online (AGOL)

• Open Data Site

• ArcGIS Enterprise

• Portal

• GIS Servers
• ArcServer

• Imager Server

• Others

• Data Stores

• Enterprise Geodatabase
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ArcGIS Enterprise/AGOL

Layer(s)Layer(s)
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Web Map Web AppItems/Layers

Major Types
• Map Image Layer
• Feature Layer
• Imagery Layer
• Tile Layer

Fundamental GeoPortal Objects in the ESRI Universe
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Like an ArcMap 
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Map Document
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Project Map

Can open multiple



ArcGIS Enterprise/AGOL

Layer(s)Layer(s)
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Web Map Web AppItems/Layers

How Users Access Objects in the ESRI Universe
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Web Browser 
User

GIS User

Mobile App 
User

• Collector
• Explorer
• Etc

Visualization &
Simple Query Only
• Map Image Layer
• Tile Layer

Full Data Access & 
Editing
• Feature Layer
• Imagery Layer



ArcGIS Enterprise/AGOL

Layer(s)Layer(s)
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Web Map Web AppItems/Layers

Metadata Objects in the ESRI Portal Universe
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Extended Field Events

Base Camp
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